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Re: Nomination of Carlton Sturges Abbott, FAIA, for Honorary Membership of the ASLA 
 
Dear Members of the Executive Committee: 
 
The Virginia Chapter of the American Society of landscape Architects (ASLA) is formally requesting the 
election of Carlton Sturges Abbott as an Honorary Member of the Society. As an architect Carlton Abbott 
has made significant contributions to and supported the practice of landscape architecture, landscape 
architects, and the Virginia Chapter ASLA over his nearly 60 years of professional practice in Virginia. 
 
After his graduation in 1963 from the University of Virginia School of Architecture and following study at 
the Ecoles d'Art Américaines de Fontainebleau in France, Carlton Abbott joined the practice of his father 
and renowned landscape architect Stanly W. Abbott. Through his experience collaborating with his father, 
Carlton Abbott gained an appreciation for landscapes and landscape architectural expertise that served as 
the foundation for his future contributions to our profession and the landscapes of the Commonwealth 
and beyond. 
 
Many of Virginia’s most important places have been shaped by the work of Carlton Abbott and his firm. 
Over the course of his practice he led the development of plans and designs for many of the museums, 
historic sites, campuses, and transportation systems serving Virginians and visitors to the Commonwealth. 
His early practice with his father included the preparation of master plans and designs for several of 
Virginia’s state parks including Seashore, False Cape, Chippokes, York River, and Staunton River state 
parks. Carlton Abbott prepared the first master plan for the James River Park—the most important open 
space in Richmond, Virginia. One of his more recent significant contributions to Virginia’s landscapes was 
his master planning and design of new visitor and educational facilities on Jamestown Island in the early 
2000s. His design work supporting the celebration of the 400

th
 anniversary of the founding of Jamestown 

was highly representative of his landscape-sensitive approach to site planning and architectural design 
that defined his entire career. 
 
After his father’s retirement, Carlton Abbott undertook projects along the Blue Ridge Parkway following 
his father’s legacy as the lead landscape architect for the parkway’s planning and design. Carlton Abbott’s 
sensitivity to landscape influenced his design of visitor facilities and the documentation of historic building 
types along the parkway. Many of his projects went beyond the design of facilities and included specific 
recommendations for interpretation of natural and cultural resources to enhance public understanding 
and management of landscapes. His James River Flood Wall Enhancement Plan provided the guidance 
that would mitigate visual impacts of the floodwall in the City of Richmond as well as serve as a means of 
educating the public on important local landscape history. 
 
Carlton Abbott has advocated for landscape management components within the Commonwealth’s 
Department of Conservation and Recreation including serving on numerous boards and committees 
supporting landscape-related missions of the agency. He has served on a technical advisory committee of 
Scenic Virginia for the development of a Scenic Vistas Registry for the entire Commonwealth that would 
complement the state’s Historic Landmarks Register. This new registry will identify important scenic vistas 
in the Commonwealth and the information will be utilized by the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation in development of the Virginia Open Space and Conservation Plan. His contributions to the 
stewardship of the Commonwealth’s natural, historic, cultural, and scenic resources have been and 
continue to be significant. 
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In 1983, with over twenty-five American Institute of Architects (AIA) design awards to his credit, Carlton 
Abbott was one of the youngest practitioners to be elected to the College of Fellows of the AIA. In 1995, 
his firm received the Fitz-Gibbon Architecture Firm Award, the highest honor bestowed upon a Virginia 
architecture firm by the Virginia Society AIA, recognizing a practice that has consistently produced 
distinguished architecture over a period of at least ten years. In 1999, the Virginia Society AIA awarded 
the William C. Noland Medal to Carlton Abbott. The Noland Medal is awarded annually to the single 
architect whose distinguished lifetime achievements most fully exemplify the values and abilities of the 
architectural profession. Other awards received for his architectural accomplishments include the 
Hampton Roads Chapter AIA Outstanding Service to the Profession of Architecture Award in 1996; 
Hampton Roads Chapter AIA Firm Award in 2004; and the Virginia Society AIA Award for Preservation for 
his firm’s contributions to the preservation of Virginia’s architectural heritage. 
 
The Virginia Chapter ASLA has recognized Carlton Abbott’s contributions to the Commonwealth’s 
important landscapes and the profession of landscape architecture. He received a Certificate of 
Appreciation for Contributions to the Profession of Landscape Architecture in 1978 and was the first 
recipient of the Virginia Chapter’s Interprofessional Award for Contributions and Support of Landscape 
Architecture in Virginia in 1988. 
 
Carlton Abbott has supported the Virginia Chapter and landscape architects working in Virginia over 
several decades. He actively supported the Chapter’s multiple initiatives to secure licensure. His licensure 
advocacy efforts on our behalf included, but were not limited to, lobbying his architecture colleagues and 
the support of licensure-related publications. His support of our profession has been constant and 
important for the public, political, and governmental agency understanding of the value and work of 
landscape architects. 
 
Given Carlton Abbott’s decades-long support of and contributions to the profession of landscape 
architecture, the American Society of Landscape Architects, and the landscape heritage of Virginia, we, 
the undersigned Virginia Chapter Fellows enthusiastically support the Virginia Chapter ASLA’s nomination 
of Carlton Abbott as an Honorary Member of the ASLA. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
William D. Almond, FASLA 
Mark K. Brinkley, FASLA 
Warren T. Byrd, FASLA 
Gordon W. Chappell, FASLA 
Terry L. Clements, FASLA 
J. Barry Frankenfield, FASLA 
Richard G. Gibbons, FASLA 
Mary V. Hughes, FASLA 
J. Timothy Keller, FASLA 
Lucille C. Lanier, FASLA 
Donald M. Lederer, FASLA 
Robert M. McGinnis, FASLA 
Elizabeth K. Meyer, FASLA 
Patrick A. Miller, PhD, FASLA * 
Robert H. Mortensen, FASLA * 
Peter J. O’Shea, FASLA 
G. Glenn Oder, FASLA 
Reuben M. Rainey, FASLA 
John J. Reynolds, FASLA 
Barry W. Starke, FASLA * 
 
* Past-Presidents of the American Society of Landscape Architects 







Gary W. Johnson, ASLA 

Retired NPS Landscape Architect 

Asheville, NC 28804 

 

 

 

 

 

ASLA Honorary Membership Committee  

 

 

 

Dear Committee Members,  

 

It is my pleasure to write in support of awarding Carlton S. Abbott an honorary 

membership to the American Society of Landscape Architects. I have known Carlton 

for over 20 years as a client and fellow professional. In my capacity as the Blue 

Ridge Parkway’s chief landscape architect and planner, Carlton and I worked 

together on Blue Ridge Parkway projects for 16 of my 35 years in the National Park 

Service. Two of the major projects were the Blue Ridge Parkway headquarters office 

building complex in Asheville, North Carolina and the Parkway Music Center near 

Galax Virginia. I saw firsthand his ability to understand topographically difficult 

and culturally sensitive landscapes. Carlton designed structures and sites that were 

both functional and architecturally appropriate. He also authored and illustrated 

the "Visual Character of the Blue Ridge Parkway" documenting all aspects of the 

architectural and landscape architectural character of the Parkway. 

 

Carlton’s introduction to landscape architecture came early in life, being the son of 

the pioneering National Park Service landscape architect, Stanley W. Abbott. 

Stanley was most known for his early planning, design and management of the 469 

mile-long Blue Ridge Parkway in Virginia and North Carolina and the Colonial 

Parkway in Virginia. For more than 50 years Carlton Abbott and Partners has been 

the continuation of the firm of Abbott Associates, which was founded by Carlton and 

his late father, Stanley Abbott. The firm provided planning, landscape architecture, 

and architecture services based upon the guiding principle of designing with the 

landscape.  

 

While Carlton is an architect by record of his university degree and practice 

licensure, his professional accomplishments are unusually varied for an architect. 

His expertise has been expressed in the breadth of more than 100 award winning 

projects including architecture, urban planning, landscape architecture, sculpture 

and graphic arts. Carlton literally has directed hundreds of projects providing 

innovative and pragmatic planning and design solutions for national, state and local 

parks, historic foot print and interpretive sites, museums, visitor centers, and 

 



memorial sites. In these projects, the firm’s site planning emphasized site specific 

plans and design solutions based upon their thorough understanding of the project’s 

environmental and historical values, other resource constraints and opportunities.   

 

I appreciate the opportunity to lend my strong support for Carlton Abbott’s 

nomination as an honorary member to the American Society of Landscape 

Architects based upon his leadership and ongoing contributions to the practice of 

landscape architecture. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Gary W. Johnson, ASLA 

Retired NPS Landscape Architect 

  






